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In a July 6 communique released by the National Anti- Terrorism Police (Direccion Nacional
Contra el Terrorismo, DINCOTE), the government claims that operations conducted over the last 15
months have essentially "decapitated" the country's two rebel groups, Sendero Luminoso (Shining
Path) and the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru,
MRTA). The statement affirms that Sendero Luminoso no longer represents a threat regarding
the seizure of state power. The communique indicates that during the past 15 months, DINCOTE
agents have captured a total of 832 members of the two rebel groups. Captured leaders include
Sendero's four central directorate members Abimael Guzman, Elena Iparraguirre, Laura Zambrano
and Walter Zenon Cardenas as well as nearly all members from the Sendero political bureau,
central committee, and metropolitan committee. MRTA leader Victor Polay and MRTA national
executive committee members Peter Cardenas, Lucero Cumpa and Americo Gilbonio have also
been captured. According to federal public prosecutor for terrorist crimes Daniel Espichan, a total of
194 rebels have been sentenced to life in prison on terrorism charges since September 1992 when the
life sentence was instituted by presidential decree. During the same period, an additional 312 rebels
have received prison sentences ranging from 10 to 30 years on similar charges. Many observers of
the Peruvian insurgency say the government's dismissal of Sendero as a significant fighting force
is premature. However, the assessment is considered relatively accurate in the case of the MRTA,
as demonstrated in comments made on July 12 by captured MRTA commander Andres Mendoza.
According to Mendoza, the MRTA has only a few bands of guerrillas left and the organization will
probably disappear altogether over the next few months. Mendoza and 30 other MRTA rebels
recently surrendered following mediation by Church officials between the rebels and government
prosecutors. Four top MRTA commanders surrendered in early July. Under the government's
"repentance law," rebels who turn themselves in and cooperate with military authorities are eligible
for reduced sentences. After his recent surrender, MRTA leader Jose del Aguila Valles declared: "I
didn't turn myself in out of cowardice, but because in war there are winners and losers, and I realize
we've lost." (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 06/27/93, 07/06/93; Agence France- Presse, 07/06/93,
07/07/93; Associated Press, 07/12/93)
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